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Critic-at-Large

Area’s
‘Marcom’i
is dead 'f*;.;f:f_
at 96

B Cletus Collomm_.
built the first radio.;; -

station here in 1925

Digging around in 1990 for in-
formation about the station that
was the nucleus of all broadcast-
ing in this area, I stumbled onra
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. neat moment.

It had been 65 years since’ tadio
was born here, and I hardly ex-
pected what I heard on the- lme
from a fellow in Detroit when' he
was asked if he knew anythmg
about the first station.

“I built it,” Cletus Collom. séld.

It was like talking to Marcﬁnl
the father of radio.

In a sense, Collom was the loca]
father of radio. i ik
He did all sorts '
of other inven-
tive stuff, too.

He also quali-
fies for the
Green Bay
Packers annals.

Collom was
buried this week

in the Detroit Co“om‘ ‘o
area. He lived Pioneer:; ;
96 fruitful years. In radio i«

His grandson
remembers him as a sharp guy;
"He was always asking very-de-
tailed questions,” says Michael .
Collom, a Michigan native who»
lives in Green Bay.

The first station has a winding
history. The short version: The -
station that began as WHBY‘O{}
April 6,1925 at St. Norbert Col<
lege can be traced to WGELE-AM.

Michael Collom says his grand-
father liked to talk about early
radio.

“The story he always related
was the money he borrowed from
a candy store to build the trans-
mitter,” he says. "I guess the idea
was to broadcast Packer games
way back.”

Here’s how the inventor re'-.‘
called it in 1990:

“Father (I.F.) Van Dyke (a Nﬁ’r
bertine priest who was on Col- ¥
lom’s engineering staff) had a ¢
dy store, and he had a little ext}:
cash. We used that money to bg
parts and put the transmitter t
gether.”

The transmitter was located i'u
Boyle Hall at St. Norbert. ',_ -"

“We built the whole thin rlght
from scratch,” Collom said. Back
in those days, you built things .
yourself. You could buy the ga}s
and put them together if youw 113

" how to do it.’ u.,

Collom knew how to set up
Packers broadcasts. | w,

“We used to run a telephone §
line from the transmitter down o
the Green Bay Packers (at Old %
City Stadium, today’s East ngﬁ
Stadium),” he said. A few years®: -
ago, Milwaukee's WJMJ claimed
it broadcast the first Packers :
game, but Collom said, "I kno“f'
we were the first.”

The feisty Collom had a lot ot
know-how. Left fatherless at aggg
the eldest of six children was inx
spired by a book on Thomas Ecﬁ"
son to collect “batteries, wires,
door bells and anything I cohldm
find that requlred electricity to.\

‘operate.” ¥,

Green Bay radio asul s, Collom
left a bigger legacy when he estab
lished businesses 1n the Detroi
area. Collom and/or his compames
were key in developing the firsg:
walkie-talkie for the U.S. Army"
during World War II, radio-cons;
trolled garage door openers and.‘
amateur radio transmitters: 3

He was quite the whiz. !

W
Gerds writes about telqw'sig:_'n
and radio for the Press-Gazettet',
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