


Entertainment | 13

“You Win or You Die” -  A Retro-
spect on Game of Thrones
EDUARDO PADRINO | ENTERTAINMENT COLUMNIST

“A Song of Ice and Fire,” 
George R.R. Martin’s epic 
magnum opus was adapted 
to television by HBO in 2011 
with the “Game of Thrones” 
title. Eight years after its de-
but, the show has captivated 
millions of people who have 
come to love the show and 
Martin’s novels. Now that the 
show is on its final season, 
most fans are looking back to 
the moment when “Game of 
Thrones” caught their atten-
tion as they anxiously antici-
pate the upcoming episodes. 
As the show comes to an end, 
let us go through a nostalgic 
journey through the “Game 
of Thrones” story and what 
makes it so engaging (warn-
ing: there might be spoilers 
ahead).

 It is fair to argue that 
the pilot for most TV shows 
are often underwhelming, es-
pecially after the show gains 
popularity with its other epi-
sodes. “Game of Thrones” 
is no different. The first mo-
ments of its pilot, “Winter is 
Coming,” feel very strange, 
as if the audience was thrown 
into this ancient world with-
out any background of what 
is happening. This episode 
takes a dramatic twist how-
ever: a seven-year-old kid 
finds two siblings, members 

of the royal family, in the 
middle of intercourse, and he 
is pushed off a window from a 
tall tower to keep him quiet. 

This shows what “Game 
of Thrones” is all about: the 
drama surrounding royal 
families, killing people for 
immoral reasons and a little 
too much sex and nudity (at 
least in the first four seasons). 
It is all a brawl for power and 
showing the actions people are 
willing to take in order to ob-
tain said power. This is what 
makes the show so amazing: 
seeing characters reveal their 
dark side to fulfill their ambi-
tion or loving a character for 
their values and beliefs only 
to see them get brutally mur-
dered. “Game of Thrones” is 
ruthless to its fans, making its 
story engaging and quite ad-
dicting because no one knows 
what is coming next.

On top of the dramatic 
power struggles, there is a 
mysterious, magical aspect to 
the show. The main antago-
nists of “Game of Thrones” 
are known as the “white walk-
ers.” For lack of a better de-
scription, “white walkers” are 
frozen zombies who only die 
by fire or by weapons made 
of certain, rare items. The 
leader of the “white walkers” 
is known as the “Night King,” 

who is looking to exterminate 
all of humanity and turn them 
into zombies for his army.

The final season of “Game 
of Thrones” surrounds the fi-
nal conflict between the hu-
mans and the “white walkers” 
in a final battle that will de-
cide the fate of the kingdom. 
Nothing has the fans more 
excited than this epic final 
conflict, despite having to see 
this memorable show come to 
an end. If you want to get into 
“Game of Thrones,” this is the 
time to do it!

Sudoku Solution

*For more details, contact the Ticket Office at (920) 403-3950 or 
visit snc.edu/tickets

5/1   Power Yak to the Max
  Fort Howard | 3 pm

5/3-5/4  America Sings 2019
  Walter Theatre | $18-30

5/3  End of the Year Picnic 
  Michel’s Commons Patio | 4 pm   

5/3-5, 5/9-11 The Diary of Anne Frank
  Webb Theatre | Times vary

5/6  Faculty, Flapjacks and Finals 
  Ruth’s Marketplace | 9 pm   
  
5/7  Canines, Coffee and Career &   
  Professional development
  Todd Wehr Hall Lobby | 3 pm   

5/9-11, 5/16-18  Knights on Broadway Spring Showcase
  Dudley Birder Hall | 7:30 pm

5/12  Commencement Ceremony
  Mulva Fitness Center | 1:30 pm

Upcoming Events

The Unprecedented Game of Thrones Final Season
At the time of writing this 

article, there are only four 
more episodes of “Game of 
Thrones” remaining. It’s al-
most unbelievable to me that 
we are finally done and I am 
just sitting on my hands until 
next week. As I contemplate 
the past seven seasons and 
look at how everyone around 
me is collectively freaking 
out, I realize how special this 
show is.

It may seem cliche to point 
out how important something 
of this magnitude is, but I 
have never been a part of a 
phenomenon this crazy. Sure, 
at a movie level, the “Aveng-
ers” series is on a similar 
plane, but frankly I just don’t 
care. “Endgame” came out 
this week and I just can’t 
be bothered to give a single 
ounce of my consciousness 
to devote to caring. I would 
never take someone’s fan-
dom away from them, but I 
just find Marvel’s movies to 
be overwhelmingly boring, 
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tedious, predictable and in-
consistent. I know I am in the 
minority here, but I just want 
no part of the fandom. On a 
television level, the only thing 
I can compare it to is “Break-
ing Bad,” but it was nowhere 
near this level. Now, back to 
“Game of Thrones.” 

The first two episodes of 
season eight have been a bit 
spotty for me, but they made 
me reflect on some things. We 
will not reach a level of this 
calmness again and many of 
these characters will just be 
straight-up gone in four epi-
sodes. This show just means 
so much to me that I want it 
to be perfect and feel help-
less when it’s out of my con-
trol. Picking apart every little 
detail and criticizing them is 
kind-of a dick move on my 
part and I think it’s all just 
because I care so much. Be-
ing a part of such a historical 
event simultaneously with so 
many other people just feels 
so exciting and overwhelm-

ing. I’m even in a tournament 
with a few friends of mine as 
to who will live, die and win 
the throne. I’m a bit of a nerd.  

All of the calm before the 
storm feels like the final mo-
ments before the battle at 
the end of the “Mass Effect” 
trilogy. The “Citadel” DLC 
brought that calm and those 
final stories in a glorious way. 
Though “Game of Thrones” 
could probably be doing a 
better job, I believe the audi-
ence needs this reminder and 
a last taste of peace with all of 
the characters. Through two 
episodes no major characters 
have died, and that is extraor-
dinarily strange for the show. 
If there is anything I would 
change it would be just adding 
a few more episodes. Arbi-
trarily making the final season 
only six episodes seems cruel 
and a bit unnecessary. These 
next four episodes will show 
if they stick the landing or not. 

Above: Season 8 of “Game 
of Thrones” will only be six 
episodes
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NBA Playoffs Heating Up
We are now at the very 

end of the first round of 
the NBA Playoffs and the 
excitement has not disap-
pointed.  There have been 
highlight plays, buzzer 
beaters, upsets and even a 
couple fights.  

While a couple teams 
wasted no time taking care 
of business and moving on 
to the second round, there 
are some series that have 
been drawn out, going to 
six and maybe even seven 
games.  

The Bucks and Celt-
ics were the only teams to 
complete a sweep in the 
first round.  

The Bucks took down 
the Pistons 4-0 while the 
Celtics ran through the 
Pacers 4-0 without much 
of a fight. The two teams 
will match up in the second 
round which gets underway 
Sunday,  Apr. 28 at noon.  

This is a rematch of last 
year’s first round matchup 
in which the Celtics beat 
the Bucks in seven games. 
The Bucks are much im-
proved from a year ago and 
feature both an MVP candi-
date and Coach of the Year 
candidate in Giannis Ante-
tokounmpo and Mike Bud-
denholzer, respectively.  

They also get the plea-
sure of home court advan-
tage as they had the best 
regular season record in the 
entire NBA.  

NBA fans are in for an-
other long series between 
these two teams but the 
Bucks have a much better 
chance to move on to the 
conference finals than last 
year. 

Perhaps the biggest sto-
ryline from the first round 
was Damian Lillard’s per-
formance against the Okla-
homa City Thunder.  

There had been beef 
brewing between Lillard 
and Russell Westbrook dat-
ing back to 2016.  West-
brook loves to trash talk but 
that is just not how Dame 
approaches the game. He 
would rather let his play do 
the talking and that’s exact-
ly what he did in their first 
round matchup. 

Lillard averaged 33 
points and six assists per 
game while shooting al-
most 47 percent from three. 
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He capped off his incred-
ible series by scoring 50 
points in Game 5 including 
a 37 foot step-back three in 
the face of potential Defen-
sive Player of the Year Paul 
George to win the game 
and series.  

If people were still 
sleeping on Mr. Lillard they 
certainly are awake now.

The higher seeded To-
ronto Raptors (#2 seed) 
and Philadelphia 76ers (#3 
seed) both dropped their 
opening game of their re-
spective series’ before go-
ing on to win four straight 
and advancing to the next 
round.  

Now the two will face 
off in the Eastern Confer-

ence Semifinals in what 
should be a long and com-
petitive series. The success 
of the 76ers will depend on 
the health of star center Joel 
Embiid.  

The Raptors have home 
court advantage and boast 
the best player between the 
two teams in Kawhi Leon-
ard. If that is not enough, 
they presumably still have 
things to prove to Leonard 
to try to convince him to re-
sign this summer and a trip 
to the Eastern Conference 
Finals would be a good first 
step.

At the time of writ-
ing this, the only two first 
round matchups yet to be 
completed are the Warriors-

Clippers and Nuggets-
Spurs.  

The Warriors lost De-
Marcus Cousins for the rest 
of the season early on in the 
series. They currently hold 
a 3-2 lead on the Clippers 
in a series many thought 
would be a clean sweep for 
the Warriors.  

Golden State is expect-
ed to advance to the next 
round but the struggles they 
have had with the Clippers 
have raised some eyebrows. 
Should they advance, they 
will get the Rockets in the 
second round who are a 
much tougher matchup 
than the Clippers. 

The Nuggets hold a 3-2 

Giannis and Griffin | freep.com

Westbrook and Lillard | Sports Illustrated

lead over the Spurs as they 
head back to San Antonio 
for Game 6.  Before this se-
ries even started it was an-
ticipated that it would take 
six or seven games for the 
eventual winner to advance.  

If the Nuggets get an-
other well-rounded effort 
from their entire team they 
should advance but they 
will have to deal with future 
Hall of Fame Coach Gregg 
Popovich who has been 
very successful in elimina-
tion games for the Spurs. 

The red-hot Trail Blaz-
ers await the winner of this 
first round series in the 
Western Conference Semi-
finals.  
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A Look Back on Top Stories: Part 2
ADDY BINK | SPORTS EDITOR

If you are reading this, 
then hopefully you saw 
the first part of this. Here 
are the top stories from the 
spring semester. Thank you 
for reading and have a great 
summer!

This is the final install-
ment of a two part series.

4: “Conney Tilley Day” 
Feb. 13, 2019

Connie Tilley, re-
nowned coach of the 
women’s basketball team, 
announced her retirement 
after the 2018-2019 season. 
To celebrate, Feb. 9 was 
dubbed Connie Tilley Day. 

5: “Esports and Gaming 
Log Onto Campus” Feb. 
13, 2019

A new group became 
a bigger player on campus 
this semester. Esports and 
Gaming was recognized as 
an official group on campus 
with the hope of becoming 
a recognized varsity sport. 

6: “T & F Goes the 
Distance in MWC Indoor” 
Feb. 27, 2019

The women’s track and 

field team finished the Mid-
west Conference Indoor 
Championship in first place, 
over 100 points ahead of 
second place Monmouth. 

7: “Good-Bye MWC, 
Hello NACC”  Apr. 17, 
2019

In early April, St. Nor-
bert announced it would 
be leaving the Midwest 

Conference and joining the 
Northern Athletics Colle-
giate Conference, effective 
in the 2020-2021 school 
year. 

As always, thank you 
for reading! We cannot wait 
to bring you more headlines 
next semester. 

Connie Tilley | James Viall III

twitter.com
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Upcoming Events
Baseball
Sat. May 4 - at Millikin Univ. (DH)      1 p.m.
Sun. May 5 - at Millikiin Univ.        Noon

Men’s Track & Field
Sat. May 4 - at Lawrence Univ. Invite      11 a.m.
Fri.-Sat. May 10-11 - MWC Outdoor Championship   12:30 p.m./10:30 a.m.
Wed.-Thu. May 15-16 - at North Cent. Coll. Last Chance Meet  10:30 a.m. both days
Thu.-Sat. May 23-25 - at NCAA DIII Outdoor Championship  all day

Women’s Track & Field
Sat. May 4 - at Lawrence Univ. Invite      11 a.m.
Fri.-Sat. May 10-11 - MWC Outdoor Championship   12:30 p.m./10:30 a.m.
Wed.-Thu. May 15-16 - at North Cent. Coll. Last Chance Meet  10:30 a.m. both days
Thu.-Sat. May 23-25 - at NCAA DIII Outdoor Championship  all day

Men’s Golf
Thu.-Sat. May 2-4 - MWC Championship     8 a.m./10 a.m./10 a.m.

NEXT SEMESTER

Football
Sat. Sept. 7 - at Aurora Univ.        1 p.m.

Women’s Volleyball
Fri.-Sat. Aug. 30-31 - at Northwestern Invite     multiple
Fri.-Sat. Sept. 6-7 - at Loras College Invite     multiple

Men’s Soccer
Fri.-Sat. Aug. 30-31 - at Wheaton College Invite    5 p.m./7:30 p.m.
Sat. Sept. 7 - vs. Augustana College      1 p.m.

Women’s Soccer
Fri. Aug. 30 - at St. Olaf College      4 p.m.
Sun. Sept. 1 - at Carleton College      10:30 a.m.
Tue. Sept. 3 - vs. Edgewood College      TBA
Sat. Sept. 7 - at UW-Eau Claire       2 p.m. 

A Second Look at NACC
In last week’s edition, 

we discussed the move to 
NACC from MWC. This 
week, we look at the affects 
of the switch, according to 
an FAQ sheet linked on our 
website. Let’s go down the 
list with this. 

First, distance and time 
to travel where huge fac-
tors. Second, men’s vol-
leyball becoming a varsity 
sport on campus played a 
large part in this decision. 
As the FAQ sheet explains, 
men’s volleyball is not a 
sport affiliated with MWC, 

resulting in SNC’s deci-
sion to become an affiliate 
of NACC for this reason. 
Once an affiliate, St. Nor-
bert began strongly con-
sidering joining the confer-
ence completely. And now, 
here we are. 

Next on the list: the 
competition. A number of 
schools within NACC have 
advanced greatly in NCAA 
DIII tournament play. There 
is no doubt our school will 
perform equally as well.

Academically, nothing 
will change. The only bene-

fit is the hope for increased 
academic performance be-
cause of the need for less 
travel time. The reduced 
travel time, meaning the 
closer NACC competition 
is to us, can also increase 
the number of student-
athletes looking to stay 
close to home may be more 
drawn to St. Norbert. 

As stated in last week’s 
article on this topic, hockey 
will not be affected by this 
switch as they are mem-
bers of the Northern Colle-
giate Hockey Association, 

separate from NACC and 
MWC.

Men’s and women’s 
golf could benefit from this 
move, especially because 
golf “enjoys a robust pro-
gram in the NACC.” 

For swim, the move 
also has little impact on 
them. St. Norbert has ap-
plied to be an affiliate mem-
ber of the MWC for both 
men’s and women’s swim 
and dive. So while it will 
not benefit from the move 
to NACC, it will remain a 
sport at SNC.

While the move is not 
in the near future, we at the 
sports section feel it will 
be a great switch for SNC 
Knights. 

ADDY BINK | SPORTS EDITOR


