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eloquence. Labor was  creeds and systems of government. He
regarded as a punishment and hence dis- alone comprehended the rights and dig-
reputable, fit to be performed onmly nity of manandgave expression tothem.
. | Therefore whatever tends toward the
days of Greece and Rome it’dcnﬁo-udh”inuof-u.bothh
. i the moral and political order, is due to
in the body politic; and no the intervention of Christ, our Redeemer
rights and previleges held independent and Lawgiver.

of the state. He w:‘:ﬂy looked  In this connection it is remarked that

upon as a creature state, with although He did not come ex ly
neither rights nor privileges save such o-mtitofu-civilotpoliti;’::ode:;
h | for He Himself declared that His king-
Q'h.th‘n.t Lawgiver, came to dom was not of this world, yet of neces-
e.hthabcteu&io-olmﬁd.ity His teaching and example had the
n-u‘asy inaugurating a new era effect of so shoping and influencing said
in the civic and do-emt relations of society as to force on the part of govern-
man. He proclaimed in loud tones and ments a recognition of the rights of
Mu—. that man was a child man—those rights with which man
of God, an heir ofh'elvu. a creature was clothed by his Creator and prima-

ded. Indeed so precious were those appearance upon earth. His first work
mlﬂlmdm that Christ was to m’:l-"llmin the full pos-
Himself had deigned to assume them in session of those rights. This He did by
-cﬂen-lenbo- and for the sole identifying Himself with the working-
purpose of doing for man what he could man and proclaiming the dignity of la-
never have accomplished for himself, bor. He did more. He sanctified labor

m of his dignity—based upon it the stigma of disgrace that attached
Munu with Himself. In order toit. Nohmndp':;worw\-umld
that he might the better succeed in His have accomplished such a task. And to
.--.c‘-ucy.necbon to be born' what a position did He not raise His
into the world of an humble Virgin and foster father, the meck and humble St.
to have as His foster father a lowly me- Joseph! The Lord God Jesus Christ. our
ugmmqs‘.Jm.cw Lord and Redeemer, side by side
d-ln.m in the accomplish- with His own creature, and was at the
-td’ll-ha_aﬁeutp-rpooa. tobreak same time obedient to Him! Can anyone
dow-th‘;:::n-t:tmpndch.d ;:leeiveo-tbe one hand greater humi-
erected X brother. liation and on the other ter exalta-
Hence He proclaimed the equality nndltion? Wonderf-helil.b.s::nt on the
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part of God! Truly did He empty himself
of all things for our sake. So far did He
go in the excess of His love for mankind
that He may be said to have aunihilat-
ed His divinity. O mystery of mysteries,
who will unfold to us the depth of the
mystery of God's ineffable love!

In forming an estimate of the true
character and dignity of St. Joseph we
must rise to the sublime height of
Christian faith and view him from this
lofty standpoint. Too often is St. Joseph
represented to us asan humble mechanic
who led a quiet uneventful life. That he
was an humblé tradesman cannot be
denied. That he was incomparably
more cannot be doubted by a Christian
Coupled with his lowly occupation was
the most exalted rank that could pos-
sibly be conferred in a creature. St.
Joseph was constituted representative
of the Eternal Father on earth and ex-
ercised authority over his Divine Son in
His name. Christ recognized his author-
ity and obeyed and honored him, thus
elevating him to the highest conceiva-
ble dignity. He wished to teach the
world a much needed lesson that true
dignity is found in doing the will of God
in the position in which His holy provi-
dence may place us. St. Joseph's appar-
ently humble position and surroundings
were not those of his own choosing.

were in harmony with the divine
plan and he freely acquiesced in them.
Thus there was established between the
mind of St. Joseph and that of God per-
fect conformity. It was this subordina-
tion of his own will to that of his Creator
that rendered him specially pleasing in
the sight of heaven. He no had thought
of pleasing himself or gratifying mere na-
tural feeling or ambition. Selflove was
not seeking supremacy in the heart of
St. Joseph. He was wholly free from
Rs withering influence. In a word, it
was becanse of his devotedness and lofty

d'sinterestedness in the service of God
that he was elevated to the highest dig-
nity on earth and now occupies the first
place among men in heaven. By reason
of his faithful correspondence to the
trust confided to his care he merited to
be crowned with the highest dignity
and honor. It mattered little that he
toiled laboriously and constantly for the
one end that he might gain the prize for
which he was contending. The word
of God was pledged as to ultimate re-
ward. St. Joseph never wavered, but
with renewed energy commenced day
after day his accustomed task. Thus he
continued assured that in the end the
promised boon woul! be vouchsafed to
him

It may be said by some that but little
is narrated of St. Joseph in the Gospel.
This is true, but it does not detract from
his merit or the greatness of his charac-
ter. The same may be said of his Im-
maculate Spouse, the ever Blessed Virgin
Mary. St. Thomas Villanova answers
this objection by saying that it is suf
ficient to know that she is mentioned as
the Mother of Jesus. This comprises all
the honor and dignity that can be con-
ceived or expressed, and surpasses the
power of human or angelic eulogy. In
like manner may it be said that St.
Joseph is spoken of as the foster father
of Jesus Christ, Redeemer of mankind,
and described as a just man. This ex-
hausts all known forms ofeulogy and so
leaves nothing to be added in his praise.
It is enough for us to know that he was
the man specially chosen by the Almigh-
ty to represent the human race and co-
operated in the great work of our re
demption. He stood in the closest possi-
ble relations with Jesus and Mary in
that most important work. He now
occupies a seat in heaven next to them

in power and glory.
Moreover, our Holy Father, the great

Pontiff, Leo X111, himself an intellectual




