St. Norbert College
Digital Commons @ St. Norbert College

Parent E-News Archives Office of Communications

Spring 2020

Safer at Home with SNC's Timmer Family

St. Norbert College

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.snc.edu/parent_enews


https://digitalcommons.snc.edu/
https://digitalcommons.snc.edu/parent_enews
https://digitalcommons.snc.edu/communications
https://digitalcommons.snc.edu/parent_enews?utm_source=digitalcommons.snc.edu%2Fparent_enews%2F155&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

ALUMNI PARENTS LOCAL COMMUNITY STUDENTS

Academics Admission Campus Life Living Norbertine

Jack °21, Jennifer (College Advancement), Mike and Max ’24 Timmer: Online for now, and the pups want in on the act!

Safer at Home With SNC’s Timmer Family

The silverware drawer. The trampoline. The tearful meltdown. These are a few things the Mike and Jennifer
Timmer family undoubtedly will remember years from now when they look back on how the coronavirus crisis
hit home.

The Safer-at-Home order has hit this SNC household in Allouez, Wis., in several different ways:

e Jennifer is adapting to remote work. Her student-centered projects as SNC’s assistant director of annual
giving have been altered dramatically.

e Mike’s travel-heavy sales position was eliminated just as the crisis began to take a toll on the nation’s
economy. He is beginning a new sales management job in a time of uncertainty, without the chance to
meet his colleagues.

¢ Jackson Timmer ’21 is missing the camaraderie of SNC campus life and adapting to remote learning.

e Max Timmer ’24 is a senior at Notre Dame Academy and an incoming first-year at SNC. He is coping
with the loss of much-anticipated milestones, traditions and celebrations.

e Mackenzie Timmer is a dance instructor who lives on her own. She only can teach via Zoom.

“I love that the boys are home and I get to see them every day. That part is great,” says Jennifer. “The challenging

part is the unknown.”

The silverware drawer
The Timmers discovered early into the Safer-at-Home order that they needed their own dedicated spaces. “We all
get our coffee or whatever it is, and we scatter around 9 a.m.,” Jennifer says. “Mike takes his laptop to the

basement, I go to the home office, the boys are in their bedrooms.”

“We are fortunate that we all have our own space,” says Mike. “We finished part of the basement several years
ago, so I’'m able to hide down there.”

Jennifer says she is not a “stay-at-home” kind of person, but rather a planner and a doer. This makes their current
situation a challenge the entire family can feel. “I have reorganized the laundry, reorganized every drawer,” she
says. “They’re all mad at me because I moved the silverware to a different drawer. It’s been a month, and they’re

still not over it!”

Now, Jennifer has no more spaces to tidy up, but a new clutter problem has arisen: bags and bags of unwanted
items she wants to donate.

The trampoline

The family has made it a priority to stay active now that sports, activities and the kids’ part-time jobs are on hold.
Jennifer insists on daily walks with Mike, even when he’s not in the mood — a routine he says has helped them
keep their sanity. To help the boys stay active, Jennifer shocked herself by agreeing the family could get a
trampoline.

“I can’t stress enough how I have never, ever, ever wanted a trampoline,” she says. “For the majority of Max’s 18
years, he has begged for one. I always said no.” But thanks to the coronavirus, now the family has one. “They are
so freaking happy,” she says. “The boys have a combined age of 39, [but] they’re out there on this trampoline.”
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The tears
The Timmers are deeply grateful to have good health during this crisis, and relieved that Mike’s unemployment
situation was short-lived. Their biggest sense of grief comes from all the high school traditions Max is missing

during his senior year, from prom to student government awards ceremonies to graduation.

“The other day, I kind of lost it,” says Jennifer. “I probably cried for about two hours. In student government,
they have an awards ceremony every year. Max received a leadership award, and he had to give his speech to the
student body from his room. That’s the one thing I would have liked to have seen live. That’s what got me —
watching him give his speech in his bedroom.”

While Max says it has been tough to have so many senior year experiences taken away, he is doing his best to
push through with strong academic performance. And he’s looking forward to attending SNC in the fall. “The
first-semester experience on campus will be key for me,” says Max. “But if it can’t happen, I’ll keep adapting to
online classes the best [ can and still get my first semester done.”

Jackson says his professors at SNC did a good job adapting their classes to an online format. “I had one class
where we had a Google hangout for every class time,” he says. “For another class, the professor posted materials
and we had a once-a-week check-in. Other classes posted video lectures and put assignments online — I liked the
openness of that.”

The lessons learned
When the Timmers look back at this period decades from now, they likely will remember the silverware drawer,
the trampoline and the tears. They’ll also remember how this crisis created new strength and deeper gratitude.

“The loss of life can’t be understated,” says Mike. “I’ll remember being trapped at home, but feel fortunate that

that’s all it was for us, nothing more than that.”

For Max and others in the Notre Dame Academy Class of 2020, this experience has been a lesson in resilience
and flexibility. “I was trying to console Max and all our senior friends,” says Jennifer. “In 20 years, this is going
to stand out. This is going to show them what they can and can’t handle.”

May 14, 2020

St. Norbert College
100 Grant Street

De Pere, WI 54115
920-337-3181

Contact Us News

Careers Events

A Year to Remember
Comes to a Virtual End

SNC Parents Facebook
Group Is a Hit

Safer at Home With SNC’s
Timmer Family

It’s Quiz Time!

For other St. Norbert
stories, check out

the St. Norbert College
Magazine

online and subscribe to
print and/or online
issues. Find us

on Facebook, follow
our blog or subscribe
for monthly emailed
updates via @St.
Norbert.

Undergraduate

Graduate

Box Office Schneider School of

Business & Economics

Library

Map & Directions

© 2023 St. Norbert College | Nondiscrimination Policy | Land Acknowledgement | Privacy Statement | Site Accessibility | Title IX




	Safer at Home with SNC's Timmer Family
	Safer at Home With SNC’s Timmer Family _ St. Norbert College

