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Seven: a most literate number

Look here for webexclusive content that
expands on topics
presented in the current issue
of St. Norbert College Magazine.
SNC Day
It’s our annual fall open house,
and a chance to share our
cherished tradition of radical
hospitality.
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Press Releases

Getting in the game
Photographer Evan Siegle says
that shooting sports is about
preparation, timing – and a little
good luck.
Seven books + one department +
one year = incredible. Yet that’s just
what the English department has
accomplished. Six professors wrote
or edited seven books that were
published, or are about to be
published, this year.
“There’s a culture of scholarship
among the English faculty that is
pretty impressive,” says Michael
Marsden (English), coeditor of
“Westerns: The Essential ‘Journal of
Popular Film and Television’
Collection” (Routledge, 2012). “And
it’s a good example of why the
argument that teaching and
scholarship are not complementary is
wrong. They are.”
But is there more to it than that? Is
there some kind of synergy among
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Somewhere in time
A forgotten time capsule,
rediscovered, reveals what was
top-of-mind at St. Norbert
College half a century ago.
A warm welcome
Tour the new building that is
transforming the arrival
experience for our visitors.
The move-in
Join Haley Bass ’15 on her very
first day of college, as the firstyear and her family set up her
room in Madelaine/Lorraine.
Teach me your ways
Retired educator the Rev. Gery
Meehan, O.Praem., ’57
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staff members spurring such
creativity? Yes, says Marsden, to
some degree. While he and his
colleagues are fairly independent and
don’t typically discuss their work at
staff meetings or, say, ask each other
for editing assistance, they’ll casually
chat about their projects over coffee
or at social gatherings. And there’s a
strong undercurrent of support, says Marsden, which is invaluable.
Laurie MacDiarmid (English) agrees. Her new book, “Consolation Prize”
(Georgetown Review Press, 2012), is a collection of poems about her family’s
life after her father’s death when she was not quite two years old. She had
written nearly all of the poems before she arrived at St. Norbert in 2000 and
had been trying to get them published for years. So while she didn’t find her
creative impetus in her colleagues, she says, “What this place gave me was
the encouragement to send it out over and over again.”
MacDiarmid also credits her students for her success: “The push to publish is
arduous and soul-killing. But then I had a moment where I realized, I can’t be
standing in front of my students saying they should write every day, and have
a thick skin [about getting rejected], so I sent it out one more time.”
That’s when her submission bested more than 300 entries to win the 2011
Georgetown Review Poetry Manuscript Contest.
Although Marsden says the group’s sudden slew of published books is “so
unusual” and “like an alignment of the stars,” he’s already at work on another
book, his 12th.
Along with Marsden and MacDiarmid, English professors with recently
published books include:
Karlyn Crowley, author of “Feminism’s New Age: Gender, Appropriation, and
the Afterlife of Essentialism” (State University of New York Press, 2011).
John Neary, author of “Shadows and Illuminations: Literature as Spiritual
Journey” (Sussex Academic Press, 2011).
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remembers Abbot Bernard
Pennings – founder of both
abbey and college.
Memories you can touch
A First Communion dress, a
family drawing and an early
biography of Eleanor and
Franklin Roosevelt – all speak to
a life full of meaning.
Ready for primetime
Sir Norby Knight stars in promo
spots for live TV broadcasts of
Green Knight athletic events –
and more.
Alumni Award Winners
2011
Each year the college is
privileged to honor a few among
its many outstanding alumni.
Meet this year’s winners,
recognized at a celebratory
dinner in October.

Your ideas for future
magazine stories are
most welcome. Write to
the editor with any
suggestions or comments.
Request a subscription to bring
St. Norbert College Magazine to
your inbox three times a year.
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John Pennington ’80, co-editor of “Behind the Back of the North Wind:
Critical Essays on George MacDonald’s Classic Children’s Book” (Winged
Lion Press, 2011) and “At the Back of the North Wind” (Broadview Press,
2011).
Office of Communications
Phone: (920) 403-3557
Fax: (920) 403-4010
E-mail:
communications@snc.edu

Ed Risden, author of “A Consideration of Anglo-Saxon Humor” (Mellen Press,
forthcoming).
Oct. 31, 2011
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